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Adoption and application of open source software: A positivistic case study
in govermm ental context

GUO Xun-hua], ZHAN G NanQ, HUANG Yan®

1. School ofE conan ics and M anagen enf Tsinghua Unwersily, Beijng 100084 China

2 School of Public Policy andM anagen enf Tsnghua Unwersity Beijng 100084 China
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Abstract Open source softvare has deeply mpacted he devebym ent of he global sofivare ndustry and e-
mergingWeb 2 0 app licationsw ith its inherent ideation of social collaboratbn The effects of open source sofi-
ware adoption on he mprovement of the sewice capabilities of governm ental organ izations have also attracted
increasing nterest in the IS academ ic area Based on the TOE framewoik for organizatbnal level ICT adop-
tion this paper proposes a conceptualmodel for exan ining the adoption of open source software n the govern-
mental organ izatbnal context A positivist case study is conducted n the government agencies of Beijing Chr
na so as to valdate and devebp the proposed mode]l aswell as to investigate the adoption status and related
influence mechanisns F ind ngs fran the analysis deamonstrate the explanatory valdity of themode] and pro-
vile potentially helpful nsghts for future practice

Key words open source softvarg govermm ental oganizations infomatbn technology adoptbn positivistic

case study



