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Fig. 1 The change of Chinese corporate leverage: 2005 —2015
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Fig. 2 Financial ecological environment and corporate leverage
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Table 1 Descriptive statistics of firm-related variables
Variable Mean Std Min Median Max
Lev/ % 45.59 20. 40 5.53 46. 31 87.57
LLev/ % 8.60 10. 52 0 4.11 46. 28
SLev/ % 36.93 17.94 4.29 36.05 80.32
Med_Lev/ % 22.69 9.39 0.83 22.76 49.74
EBIT_TA/ % 6.15 5.06 -11.17 5.61 21.99
MB 2.26 1.44 0.88 1. 80 9.87
DEP_TA/ % 2.31 1.72 0 1.92 8.56
In TA 21.76 1.22 18.59 21.58 28.51
FA_TA/ % 25.28 17.62 0.34 21.87 75.13
SOE 0.51 0.50 0 1 1
Prov 0.44 0.50 0 0 1
Frother 0.053 0.23 0 0 1

2.2.2 B@RAASRFEFRTEREKEARLE

G AR AP SR Al R T e &/ 46 ik PR
MIZEG RAE ST FEOCTE MR R AR i 3l 5 W )
FNEGA AT AE 2 RIS 2 B A
BHHHEER, FE-DRENIE R . s
()2 , P A S B2 Bt 4 MR 5% BT 8 1 0 kA 1)
L8R GIIFFE R b X 4 il A S FR35 ( Fineco ) TF
W JEBEFE SR T AN AT B B BRSO, %%k
P\ 2005 AEHHIRGET  BESL & AR 1 2005 4 2007 4
2009 4= 2011 4F 2013 4= A1 2015 4 FHFFE 5 fse
HEEEE 7% Wl e 4 Tl A A R 16 AH 5
WFFESCHR) V2 R A S TR AR S
FEAT —UK, LA SR 43t R F RIS 9 4F 1Y fa] B
SR ST P AR S b FE R AR By 1 BRI R
2005 4FE—2015 43k i T AR A

WAk, 25 RS b DX 28 5% R R X Al AT A 2R 1)
TETERZ N, WP 0T ST R AR A2 A g s il A
WA BB (In gdp ), SR T GDP (IRUR450)
et it s ER A (In kL) RV BEAA A2

F5 B 1R 2 (U0 SR 5 7=k 2654, R
R =50k CUndus ) B =770l (Serv) 7 {E 5 24
AF GDP 1 HE R AR, 70 3|3 s Dl A Al
G5 M K SR 5 SR BTV IR (Fdig) , 2R 52 B )
FHANGE S0 AR 7 S Y FUAEDR R s AT
AR (Educ) R R FT7E48 By AR SCHE A
H A S T B R A i o, In gdp (In kL 55
JITA W (24 i 35 22 5 P 148 3 BE 31 Oy 2005 45
() CPL AR R TP I8i A0 B LA b AR 5 ol 1 4
il A 4 A D AR T e AR 4 AN
AT G AR %) . FRB iR g1
2 R oA, A i BE NI I () G A R R
B, Gl AR S PR AR K0 T GDP (O B0 5t
AL (O 0 (91 BE (skewness) 4 F 0, I
J& (kurtosis) %30T 3, 8 T IEZ 04 s T LM
FEAAF A B 7 A (skewness B /N T2 0) (k55
b RSN GE I IR B A i ( skewness B K
T0) , I Hax DU AR B U X W] oK T 3, BA
IRUERFAIL.
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Table 2 Descriptive statistics of financial ecological environment and city-related variables

Variable Mean Std Min Median Max Skewness Kurtosis
Fineco 0. 60 0.14 0.17 0. 60 0.93 0.075 2.807
In gdp/ 7T 17.45 1.12 13.45 17.52 19.28 -0. 063 2.740
In kl/(JG/N) -5.99 0.52 -9.45 -5.99 3.21 0. 081 3.271
Indus/ % 47.06 10. 32 19.76 48.12 90. 97 -1.618 5.117
Serv/ % 47.22 12.54 8.58 45.89 77.95 1.617 5. 150
Fdig/ % 0. 005 0. 003 0 0.01 0.02 1.022 5.042
Educ/ % 94.52 3.26 75.93 95. 14 98. 54 - 1. 689 6. 948

2.2.3 RAMHEE

R 55— 53 i e 434, ¥ INBURE T Bt Al
TT L A #2552 4 Rl 2B S BRBE S ) il 171
Ll T AT o B AL

1) BUR T BiAs & BUA SCERF#E T 2 Fh i
O T TR BE B9 48 bR, b dn, P BOHE T | A
FOTE D R SR L K 4 I R T
SN S [ C o | A Wy R - 3 : NI T B U = 2 1
R B AR AT 22 57, 1 2 Aol 32 BURF T 0 7% B A
559, (B 82— BUN A EEPLI T RE S 6l 2 K
b E R — 415 BB B, 3 26 1 5 0] e
FEAEJR R, A T A0S 2 )X —FAE , P PR 445
il Ay b BURE B AR BRALR A A BT A /N
WFFEREA , B ST i S, DA & 5 s 5
BT A R RCR S BB (YR R TN
AW i R F /NI DOBER 32~ S 4T 1 DNE e
B AT A E SR (Goull ) ZFRBUK , i
Ly T REFE HZ A i TE IR R 22, BIZ Al
UG T AR B K. R T IRIERF ST 4518 A %
B R BB RZ M, T SCOR B A B e
( Govl2 ) A TR RPEAS 50

2) FilgE A AR . BRAT SRR AR P A B
WA KZ 3550 WW A5 BOR SA H5 8001 Mo,
KZ $850F WW S8 BU A — 5505, B & TR
ZHA WA ERAS S, LA AL
S T RG24 R 5 B4 O A b AT A 4 4 Rl AR
Z[B)AH LR Ak G AR PR ) T, Hadlock Al
Pierce " $iI8 KZ 8B E )5 122 , MCHR A IV 45
A5 R 53 A i % 29 SRS SR I A FH A olk FR
B b A0 A (] AR A A K H B TR s A
PR A BT SA $5 %50 2% Hadlock il
Pierce ™ IR 3 25 (9 0k, PEHR SA 8 $0/E
Sy i e Al il BE 2 R B SR ERR AR, TR AU,

SA = —0.737 x Size +0. 043 x Size’ — 0. 04 x Age,
o, Size Sy ST (O |, Age O BT AR BR.
PR BB R 75 A T Wk B il 249 PO J32
. N T PRIEBFTEAE A Z A8 O 1 T A R
30K 53 3 4 % White Al Wu' DL 8 B 6
ST ML IR WW S BOR KZ $5 BdE AT R f
R

2.2.4  BARATATH At B E L

ARG LA ERERE(3) AL (4) Al 145 i) H
BIRALAT 23 0 i 5 Mk 38 2572 i A R P e T A 3
J&rR. TEREASHATA] T, A2 FE A (Panel A) 1) H FRAT
FFAR Lev™ BY3ME (P ALK O 49. 44 (49. 06) , b5
HEZE N 6. 61. T SZPRELAT AR AlLev Y1 {E (
R4 1. 04 (0. 89) , brifE2E N 7. 98. FLAT Al
BIWREE Dev WYSIH (FPALE0) M 2. 65(1. 52) , pRife
220 1715, BRI & , KLAF 20 25 H AR F18 5 iR
FERBBIN ARSI )12, 5 kR 1 4y
Pras S RART.

25 XA AR K, RS BRAT R 2 0
IR AR E  RREAI 73 AR T HARKF (Dev >
0) Al F HARKF-(Dev < 0) P4l Panel B
Panel C 73 il TART HARALAT 3 (1) BRI )
FEAHES T HASALAT R (1) N A58 REA B ik
Yegeit. 76 Panel B H1, Lev™ 194 {H (P AL %)
47.75(47.32) , W UEZE R 6. 245 ALev I I{E (1
f1%0) 9 - 0. 35(0.08) , FpifE2E 2y 8. 10 Dev (14
E(PAIE) M 15.75(13.95) , brifE2= R 11. 06.
1F Panel C 1, Lev™ B 3{E (P A7 %%) S~y 51. 36
(51.28) HRifEZE A 6. 495 ALev Hy3ME (LK)
H2.63(1.79) ARUEZE N 7. 53 Dev [ XIMH (P
)k —-12.33( - 11.18) , prifEZ= R 8. 38. 0] I,
TEAF TR T, KLA- 230 B -5 I 8 07 1w 2 A
SCH, B DX 73 A 6] S 5K 24T o0 A S 2 14,
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Table 3 Descriptive statistics of target leverage and deviation variables

Variable Mean Std Min Median Max

Panel A kA

Lev™ 49.44 6.61 26.52 49. 06 73.79

ALev 1.04 7.98 -60. 80 0.89 68.19

Dev 2.65 17.15 -48.32 1.52 55.87
Panel B: T HARKLFFR (1) FiREE) A

Lev™ 47.75 6.24 26. 89 47.32 73.79

ALev -0.35 8. 10 -60. 80 0.08 37.15

Dev 15.75 11. 06 0.002 13.95 55.87
Panel C: & T FARFLATA (1] T iR%E) HA

Lev* 51.36 6.49 26.52 51.28 72.69

ALev 2.63 7.53 -34.41 1.79 68.19

Dev -12.33 8.38 -48.32 -11.18 -0.01
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Table 4 Financial ecological environment and corporate leverage: Baseline regression

EAZ BT AT, AT ML FLATF 3R 14 R A 1% K F 2
FONIE IR T Aol B TR SR ATl e s
FIBES) EBIT_TA (¥ REAE 1 Y% KF T B 3E A 15
AP HUAE In TA T S W A b 1K E T 19 [ 7 B
FEHCE FALTA 1) 280400 1E , Bl 1 1% K-
9 F Ve S s K WL es MB Y R EE 1% K-
R F ARG5S BUE DEP_TA 1) R8O 3%

- POLS FE
AL w
(D (2) (3) 4 (%) (6)
i 10. 252 *** 10. 445 *** 8.014 " 5.200 *** 5.906 *** 5.675"*"
ineco
(2.584) (2.613) (2.271) (2.533) (2.838) (3.071)
IR RIS B
1.790 -0.783 3.145 1. 859
In gdp
(0.480) (-0.245) (1.023) (1.218)
In K -0.152 -0.386 -0.478 -0.532"
n
(-0.313) (-0.909) (-1.393) (-1.898)
-0.611" -0.542" -0.466 -0.364 """
Indus
(-1.745) (-1.829) (-1.391) (-2.475)
. -0.719" -0.682"" -0.585" -0.463 """
Serv
(-1.900) (-2.159) (-1.642) (-2.876)
138. 185 45.358 27.263 —-11.822
Fdig
(1.117) (0.417) (0.268) (-0.209)
-0.047 -0.172 -0.306" -0.318*"*
Educ
(-0.226) (-1.002) (-1.701) (-3.520)
AP FIE AL
37.957 %" 30. 115"
Med_Lev
(9.646) (11.887)
-0.931 " -0.521 "
EBIT_TA
(=17.044) (1 —-23.588)
-0.607 *** -0.347 """
MB
(-3.140) (-3.420)
-0.608 " -0.056
DEP_TA
(-2.497) (-0.561)
6.822 """ 9.929 ***
In TA
(20.013) (40.907)
0.075 "~ 0.076 **~
FA_TA
(2.783) (6.755)
53.899 *** 89.982 20. 699 43.972 %" 64. 881 -39.275***
Constant
(26.382) (1.527) (-0.438) (22.057) (1.113) (-4.915)
Year_Effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Firm_Effect No No No Yes Yes Yes
Obs 15 326 13 077 13 077 15 326 13 077 13 077
Adj-R? 0.166 0.164 0.230 0.018 0.029 0.159

S O R BRI iR, A AV ZTE Y clustering PR T, TR T 0 5IFRIR 10%,5 % 0 1% 19 B2 KF-
Year_Effect 1 Firm_Effect 433|375 45073 151 1 405 1 ll 151 78 84007 . AJE4E 5 B, 7 [a).
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e lml 5734, BRI, % 18 FIAR 2 T 2009 4
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ey 37 A Tl Mg AU B, X 2005 4E—2008 4 FI
2009 4F—2015 4FAREAS 3 U 1 AN 2. T HAZ
A 1937 AR AR AT 23 SCHLA RO 5 7 5 A
REAUAE i A AR, i ad Fak 5 1M i TR R Y
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Table 5 Financial ecological environment and corporate leverage: IV regression
A5 (1) (2)
Panel A 2f—Rr Bt Fineco Fineco
0.012** 0.009 **
v
(2.230) (2.192)
ST IR AR B Yes Yes
AL A No Yes
Year_Effect Yes Yes
Firm_Effect Yes Yes
Obs 10 587 10 587
F-value 15.69 20.58
Panel B: %5 BBt Lev Lev
Finoco 6.053 " 5.427 7
(2.173) (2.845)
ST R AEAL Yes Yes
AP RHE AR i No Yes
Year_Effect Yes Yes
Firm_Effect Yes Yes
Obs 10 587 10 587
R 0.157 0.256

K. THEIMENE, F IEF] 1937 4 SREAM] A4 &
LR ERDLR B R 22 57, 1937 4RIl 44T 70 52
PR R S AR 2 4 I A M X2 R 20 Tl A
P ARFAEAR S LB A, 2009 AR I T4
AR vty BEMTOIE T AR A PE.
ST IV IETHER. B, i —
B BERAG 45 S, 4N Panel A I/, P FR 0 f £
TR ORI FE R T — R 50T Aol 4y
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VAR AT 2 A — B i — B R 06 55 T AR
7Y F AR T Cragg-Donald ZEit-E I AHH, 3%
WA s T AR R R 45Tk, 7B eh — BB
B 25 5, U Panel B iR, 1655 (1) 91, %
3 T AR A A LA A A7 Al [ R 28 14 Al
TR R R AE SRR B0 R Ok 6. 053,
HAE S Y%K b 2, 5 — YR A T & il 2R 25
PREER A ATHF R BAT B R I 5. g — 2

e IRTRR , I AR A ST A0 i ol A 254 1 A ek R AR £
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Table 6 Financial ecological environment and corporate leverage: By periods and regions

- 2005 4—2008 4F (2009 4—2015 4F K rhER i
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5)
3.544 " 12.419 ** 6.478 ** 10.638 " 4.512
Fineco
(1.753) (2.320) (2.329) (1.794) (0.796)
BRHTRHIE AL Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
A RFAE AR Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Year_Effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Firm_Effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Obs 3451 9 626 9129 2 194 1 754
Adj-R? 0.060 0. 109 0.112 0.186 0.171
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Table 7 Financial ecological environment and corporate leverage: By term structure

- JELI9 B it eIt ot I it K A5
A H
(1) (2) (3) (4)
0.663 0.634 4.992 " 4.795 "
Fineco
(0.229) (0.226) (2.312) (2.370)
YRR AR AR Yes Yes Yes Yes
AP AR B No Yes No Yes
Year_Effect Yes Yes Yes Yes
Firm_Effect Yes Yes Yes Yes
Obs 13 077 13 077 13 077 13 077
Adj-R? 0.012 0.067 0.083 0.135
3.4 HHEISH i), X RIFE Bt 2 AT SEEAR B , Al T2 SRRk T

Qs —ER o BIE A BT ITA , A Rl AR AR A
BLIE AT BUR T R A M il 9 249 R PR A S 3 e T
b Rl TR 4 T R B T X S AR AT
B 56
3.4.1 BUFTRALA

S S Rl AR A AN BUR T TR E 1Y) 5%

8V (1) FURILE (2) FUR s T A& EEVESR
B Gooll) (A THEER  FEFE ] T IR RS AL AZ 1 L
JLAFAy Rl #8804 il A S R BT 48 B0
FECH -0.221, HIELE T 1% 7K1 1 25 M A
5, WG Rl A S IR X UM T U R A B

@ BeHh, BEE T RRE AT ZE MG , AT AR A, 5 R BRSO AR, BRI , AR TESC RN

AR, &R

@ FETEUF T I P, X — AR UF TSR AR BT 07 BURT A B0y B 1A Al BEAS. BEAh, ZEAGTE Goull I, 235 2R 1 & %87
AR T KO 52 F AU RO 18 o T RS A S, AT SR B IR , 3 AR T B B I E R AR 9 45 2R

2025 4F 6 A
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1 B ) M. RS AL R AR AR o, A 253
SR B R BON - 0.202, HAE 1%KF E R,
M 4 A AS IR B R T PR LA T 1
6] 500 S A REAIII R BLSE S IE  IX R B
RS EEEAL, HUF ST Z (8] i R
JANTE T , T S AL A {5 D% 98 U I B vh A A A
JHI32 2IBRA 5 R, AT BUG -5 84T Z [ )
REME NS ARATAE I B PR 085 , R g
ECRXPERAT 55 Aol = A B RR S, D F g B it
2 RAI TR SCHE. 2 BUR T PR R R

FEG A L E Govl2, ffi 145 R An%E (3) 511
B (4)FNITR, A b S IS8 B0 R 500 B R
~0.162 F1 -0.151, HI1E 5% K I B2, =8
DA AT 25 5 HAT s i AR el b, 1 — Ik R 4
il AR SR B 0T BUR T TR B EL A 3 Y A7 1 AR
N, B U BT UL 2 B4t TR Sy 28 B3R
WY, ZEAE A (0], Bl 25 4 il AR R A B AL, Al i
ek P TR 1 F00R B2 4 T, X A AN F T
IR e S AR Y (= e AV R 7 ek et (V3SR I R A ]
15 BEEREE I ARAL , R fel A AT AT 2 T .
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Table 8 Financial ecological environment and government intervention

s Govll : 15 FEEMEIE AL Govl2 : [EA JBLfy HUEE
AZHL
(1) (2) (3) (4)
-0.221*** -0.202 *** -0.162 " -0.151*"
Fineco
(-3.962) (—4.248) (-2.442) (-2.205)
YRR AR Yes Yes Yes Yes
AV AFAEAE & No Yes No Yes
Year_Effect Yes Yes Yes Yes
Firm_Effect Yes Yes Yes Yes
Obs 6 326 6 326 6 326 6 326
Adj-R? 0.291 0.295 0.149 0. 165

e ETEUN T UL R AN, X —AR0 R T iR AR T BUR LU ACE MU ) A el A M IS

3.4.2 @FHRMA

FETok TRV AR A FRERT ARl BB 29 R Y
SR SRR B IS Bl 3, R SA $5 50 WW 45
B KZ A5 808 R A AR A TH AR e R 9 8
R BT SA SRR ATAS IR, 55 (1) S T
U N B (13 =4 & W 0 B o A I VA S AR e S
PARBO A —0. 247, Hilid 1 1% /K 2
F AT AR A L R AR AR A AT AR AN AR
(2) FUFR , Bl AE SR BEHE X R M0 - 0. 169,
HAE 1%KF R XL, G S35 5 4
MRl LA AE 3 B ] S R, Al BERY R,
TEREAIIIA] , B 5 il A S PR BE AL, Al A A fE
FEOI M FHANERA T DEAF SR 25 A0 Rl TR, o o
AEGHAF DA PRI BT , PRI I T i ) i
TR, AT 3 Pt 1k SCHF. SRS 70
WW SEEUAAE A5, 2 (3) ZUE ] 1 ki e ik 22

i AR ARl [T RE S5O0, < il A A PR R R
FECH -0.374, Hilid 7 1% 7K1 (9 2 2 PR 5.
A Aol R AR A2 e Al T EE R W5 (4) B B
N BRSO RN - 0.268, HAE 1%
VIS SRR SL S SR e Sl B RO R A e A
HA WZE R0, LT R 3 $eft T
UER SR o — 2 00 B KZ 45 B Al 11 45
S(5) FIA (6) FN AL TH45 R, 4 il A 253
BEha B 2 80505 2 - 0. 621 il - 0. 485, H Iy 1E
197K 1 521X R W] <l A A5 R BE GRS 250
AR T AR BT 25, F— U B ST 3 $ 1t
TR SR [ 0 B b A 25 R A i 1 A
PE. USSR e A ], B il 2B A5 3R B
AL, A o E 2O B E R OR e
T AV R ARAT AT, T LA T Rl A A3 85
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Table 9 Financial ecological environment and financial constraints of firms
- SA #5884 WW 55k KZ 485K
SCH
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
-0.247 " -0.169 *** -0.374 " -0.268 """ -0.621 """ -0.485"""
Fineco
(-4.138) (-5.053) (-3.372) (-4.736) (-3.482) (-4.427)
IR T AR AR Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
AV RFAE AR No Yes No Yes No Yes
Year_effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Firm_effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Obs 12 815 12 815 12 815 12 815 12 815 12 815
Adj-R? 0.203 0.294 0.211 0.257 0.317 0.364

4 TEESHRESEWATHRHE
LGk

HRAE LA F AT, ATAT AT 19 R B4l
FLAF R B 25 4 2 5 A, LS BLR Tk (i 5
AR 8 KU A A4, — A E AR A )
G Rl A AR BT AR AR AT S i Al AT R 3h 2
FEWE? 3K —FB AT IR DY A T 8 A i,
FARSETRY (3 ) AT (6 ) Ak T4 b AT AT 258 8 4% 11 3
VI DA % 4 Rl A 25 T B R AT 36 8 A ol 8 114 5%
BRI R 1 v S s 71 K i ol = B A ) B o A 93
AN T H AR )R PR B s SRS, AT A
A S IR S A T SR 2 3k 2 ] 6 AR ) SR
P B, 25 58 4 Al A 25 RSN A Ml AT AT 2R 0 7
FE M A T — R 5 R f A 55
4.1 EHEMBITER

SR FHBEMERETY (3) Al i b AT AT 258 14 78 5 3
L AGTTEE R AE R 10 JBIR. 5 (1) B FEAR A
TH45 S IR AW S I BE Dev (1 2500 0. 333, H il
1T 1 % 7K 1 S 3 PEAG I, 0 WA AR B AR X TR]
T2 5] BV Y R Ry 33. 3 % . 5 B FL A%
T BARFE T H AR, Al TR 2R 5 A
FC AR ANTR], AH R () IR Rl B A AR A 22 5. F
— AR T BARKE (Dev > 0) FliE T HArK
F-(Dev < 0) FEAS T FLFF 21 P8 48 B, 43 48
S(2) IR (3) FlJER. 259 R, LT H

bl bR A U Ry 32. 8 % , 1 T H A 1] T
N 40.7 % , FRE E T Al 75 A [ 67 5
TRV b B 8 R LA AN X R < [ S R
LU ) o R BB, 5 A 1 22 SCHR A i SR 4
gy

LTk, SR A A (6) 25 4% 45 il AF 25 R B8 %
FLAF R PR 5200 1555, 50 (4) 5 R FEAR)
fhiTH45 R, R B IR EE Dev 19 R %0H 0.517, H.
TE 1% K |53 Fineco x Dev B &% 0. 090,
Hi T 10% /K71 38 PR 30 X R W, K
M, S AR AR
Y T[] FE00 . 255 A ] o [ g 352, iR
SHEEEACH 25 B35 MR ARAT A 230 10 Y B T
RIG XA AR K 25 (5) S5 TR T B AR
FEA Y Al T+ 45 SR R W1, It 25 0 B2 Dev 1) R EX N
0.447, HAE 1% K- | i 3 ; Fineco x Dev F) 223K
0. 118 AH AR A 2 25 PR A 30 5 T AE = T H ARk
A5 (6) 5 7, I 25 08 B2 Dev 18 2R B0
0.621, Hilad 1 1% 7K~ 1 . 35 PEAL B 5 Fineco x
Dev (I ZEH 0. 161, HAE 5% /K F | %, ix 3
B, < il A A BRI 0T A0 M AT A S 1) o) R i R 2 A
A 1 T ) 2 5 [E] I 33X — 8O AE AT H AR
T HAREAT BA AR « 4 il A S PR 0% Ak
23 W EREARATAT 23 1) T 9 B 1) 188, i %o [ b 9]
R T R R0 AN S 3, R T ] RE 2 S Bl
FLFFZETT B TR A E 1 4 ol A A A B WAL 2 i
RV ATAT 2352 T R ®

@ Meoh, BE SR A SFR A (RSB PIAE 2 22) X A U ATAT A 25 I 2 AR ), A T4 2R 5 30 4 il 2L 25 PR 358 ) 5 0 B, BT 75
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Table 10 Financial ecological environment and speed of leverage adjustment; Baseline regression

.. BN &T Hix T HAR BN &T Hix T HAR
goaiiy
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
D 0.333 " 0.328 "~ 0.407 *** 0.517 *** 0.447 =~ 0.621 "
ev
(37.122) (21.217) (23.837) (15.553) (8.174) (10.114)
0.090 * 0.118 0.161 "
Fineco x Dev
(1.696) (1.352) (2.356)
-0.806 """ -2.112* 1.546 " 0.361 " -3.698 " 5.575***
Constant
(-4.150) (-7.437) (3.929) (5.721) (-15.718) (24.035)
Year_effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Firm_effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Obs 13 826 6 885 13 826 6 885 6 941
Adj-R? 0.153 0.375 0.208 0.438 0.393

4.2 FEREVRRERNYT RO

AR — R 23 19 B 0, [l 25 5 A B 56
T Rl A A FR B S AR DAL AT AR Y S
Bt R, Bk — 20 DAl A7 4] KRSl 9% 24 5
=AML SEUE S Hr 4 il AR A IR R AT AT
RS R
4.2.1 AW FTA H)

KAHTFEFRW, o1 T BOUF T BUAE B A X AR
SRR ATRAER A , EA Al A 5 3R Aok A R
TR0 BE 98 5 FEUR ) <5 Bl S HF, 17 ELAF A 5
(PR LY TR ) L. AR <l A SR B st , BURT
R 98 DX A A 2 18 T, T 2 o HL i 5 e
B W1 18 W D i E o A e SR S
2 CBAL) 5 AR A Al AL 23 14 ) 5 58 B2 HLAT

BB TE [ (1) $E 0. R T Rk —J5 A8, ik
— I A il 2B A B B 45 B8 i 25 M A A
b B AN B = 3 Y38 I Fineco x Dev x SOE , Ul
RS IR R BUR A 0, W30 45 il AR 25 36
BT R EAA AP ATAT 258 ] 4 5 BE 5 o L [
M REAS SR, e 2Z WU AH

1 T AR AR TEE IR, 55 (1) B A
A AE T2 R, Fineco x Dev [ 250 0. 076,
HAE 10% /K F B2 Fineco x Dev x SOE {14 %X
o =0. 098, FLl i T 1% K4 5 35 PG 56 X
B AN THE R VAR, 4 Rl A= A EREE X
A A AT 232 8 e B 1) 50 S/, RIFERE A
6], Fifi 3 < il A SN B AL , AR B A AL 23R
R L AT Al S 2B XA K 7R
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Table 11 Financial ecological environment and speed of leverage adjustment; By ownership

. A & F Hz =T HAR
AR
(1) (2) (3)
0.519 *** 0.434 "~ 0.622 """
Dev
(11.141) (6.360) (7.674)
0.076 * 0.013 0.154 "
Fineco x Dev
(1.816) (0.217) (2.310)
—-0.098 *** -0. 113" -0.063 "
Fineco x Dev x SOE
(-4.198) (-3.977) (-2.153)
0.325*** -3.757 """ 5.567 %"
Constant
(12.869) (-13.013) (20. 056)
Year_effect Yes Yes Yes
Firm_effect Yes Yes Yes
Obs 13 826 6 885 6 941
Adj-R? 0.209 0.440 0.393
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&F BAREATR , %6 (2) 5 i 7, Fineco x Dev [
ZB0K0.013 (HAS R 2 ; Fineco x Dev x SOE 11 &
$eky 0. 113, Fl T 1% K1 B35 A 6. 4
(3) 55 T HARFEA I TT45 R 7R, Fineco x Dev
M) Z& 0N 0. 154, Fineco x Dev x SOE 1 Z& B N
-0.063, HLFHTE 5% /KF I %, xR, it
AT ARk & T HAREA, SRl R PR [
A A ATFF AR R L (5200 FEAR A Al B )
4.2.2 LA
UL PR B 70 T S K AN (| A ]
oSG R AR 29 o8 MELASRAR SN Rl o
PRI 258 8 ) R 50 R 1) 4 il 2 25
B85 R A M THT W F) i 8 PR, AR ATRRL A 30 ]
AR BUAS , IR AT 8 8 B o B2 ot , A BTl
HE TIU , AR R A B Al T 5, 46 Rl A S A5
g CGEAL) BT RE 2SR (%) RUA A/ IN Al
FLFF R AR .y TR X — R, B o X
AV $2 B AL 5 A Sk T — 47
v = A7 2 B AR T HE T, IF R R
A 5 DSize AT SO Yo F A Ml B E S R AR
2, DSize = 1, HAh K /MMl 4H , DSize =0 i —

AT 4 Rl A 25 45 418 00 D 2 1 58 5 Aol LA
RIS B = F 138 LI Fineco x Dev x DSize , i1 5
LSS LI R AR 20 0, W 320 4 il AR 25305
XoF F 7 NS A M AT AT 25 3] 45 8 FEE P9 55 i R X R
B AEA B R, Fe Z WA 2.

P12 5 TRRIAG AR 55 (1) FI kA
kT4 R R, Fineco x Dev 1) Z %44 0. 080, {H
N2 Fineco x Dev x DSize 1 2508 -0. 075, H.
LT 1% K1Y 235 PR . X R B, TR R A 1
(], AT LR R A, 4 il A S R B Ak 25
B/ INIBLA VAT 3R A i R T B AE. i — 2P X
ST ZERT BAREATS , s (2) 51 s,
Fineco x Dev 1] Z % 0. 001, {H R 18 i 2 25 1 A6
1 s Fineco x Dev x DSize 1) 22500 —0. 081, HAE 1%
K- R 5 (3) FIE T BARFEAR AT 45 R 2
7, Fineco x Dev [ 2% 0. 620, HAE 5% /K F iR
& Fineco x Dev x DSize [H 2500 —0. 037, H A @
EPERS. XM, TEREAS I R], Bl 4 AR S ER
AR EsEAL, /N A ATAT 3T B s ) F i
R EEAH FE R A B8, T = T H b [l T
TERE I R DU R 3 2 22 e
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Table 12 Financial ecological environment and speed of leverage adjustment: By size
. RHA 1T At Fi TR
S
(1) (2) (3)
0.515"** 0.441 " 0. 620 **~
Dev
(11.010) (6.442) (7.652)
0.080 0.001 0.157**
Fineco x Dev
(1.125) (0.023) (2.296)
-0.075*** -0.081 """ -0.037
Fineco x Dev x DSize
(-2.943) (-3.643) (-1.379)
0.332 """ -3.764 """ 5.580 ***
Constant
(12.884) (-12.722) (19.980)
Year_effect Yes Yes Yes
Firm_effect Yes Yes Yes
Obs 13 826 6 885 6 941
Adj-R? 0.208 0.441 0.394
4.2.3 @FHR LA P 4 Bl A 25 PR3 2 B IR AR M AT 230 1) 3 2

BUA SCHRER A, il 5% 249 RO DR E Al FLAT 5
TR RE T 10 E 2 DR BRIk s i B 24 TR Al
FAT S35 A 8 2 A v, R 9 g o e 2

A IPRATAT 2 18] HAR KPR I HE 5. 2T et
AT T, AHDXT Fil 5% 2 SRR A Aol T 7, < 2 25
PR CGBAL) 2 b (D4R il B¢ 29 O i 4
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MPALAF AR PR R DL AR SA $8 0ok A 5
Aioll il 9 29 SRR EEQY L S, WAl SA 48 BT
N I AR o i R = T w7 ¢ A L 2| N
TR P LB R R A SRR e
JELBE AR i T A ECR AR AR Al 2 i
A AUAE FiE DSA R TR A RO Ak R E
R R AR ZH , DSA = 15 HAth Sy AR Rl 9% 24 o
A4, DSA =0. Jfy 1 kg BRI, #E— 2P A
A R AR AR AR S D 725 MR S 5 A Ml il B 24 TR R
P = W38 I Fineco x Dev x DSA, W 2R %
SR Z B2 N E, 267 4 il A AR R0
il 5 240 PR T A R LA 258 8 R ST 7 52 M R K
TEATRAAR A K, R Z AR .

13 fdl ARG TTE R 5 (1) 5t
AREALTT45 R , Fineco x Dev H) Z2 %M 0. 009,
{HAS S35 Fineco x Dev x DSA ) 2%k - 0. 050,
Hal i 1 1% K19 B35 VAR . X R W], AR T

il 5 24 ARSI 8 A oMl 48 ol A= 285 R B 0k il 9 24 7
A TR AR M AT AT 258 8 A 5l J32 1 2 W B /0N, BRFE AR AR
18], B 4 A SR B WAL, R R E Al
FLAF 258 1) 81 B8 38 138 L il % 240 SROBSCAER 1 Aol BE P
=2 X3 UK, ZER T HAREEA T, s
(2) B 7R, Fineco x Dev ) 2% - 0. 038, {H AN
3 Fineco x Dev x DSA [ Z& %N -0. 072, Hid
T 1 %7K BB R 26 (3) 8 T B ARAE
AT 455 5, Fineco x Dev 7 0. 071, {H AR i
2 Fineco x Dev x DSA 1) 2504 0. 080, HAE 1%
KAV b2 X W] TEREA TR, B < Rl AR
RREREEAL, , AH L Bl 9% 24 o AR AR A A b, Rl
LYPIER AN AEAR T H AR I ] b 3 5 % 3 B 2%
SEPR FE R T E bR 1] T 8 R 0 R s g, B 4
Tl A 25 P05 0 A T il 9 249 TR A R A Mk AT AT 2R
R TR (1% 671 1) 5 ) AR AR 2 T E AR ) T 9
REREA L

®13 SHMESHRESLWATHREREERE. 2RTAR

Table 13 Financial ecological environment and speed of leverage adjustment; By financial constraints

. EREEN & T Bz =T HAR
Atk
(1) (2) (3)
0.565 """ 0.831 *** 0.577 ***
Dev
(18.120) (21.417) (14.196)
0. 009 -0.038 0.071
Fineco x Dev
(0.180) (-0.610) (1.057)
-0.050 *** -0.072 %" 0.080 ***
Fineco x Dev x DSA
(-2.664) (-3.426) (3.044)
-0.637 """ -10.292 *** 8.531 "
Constant
(-8.623) (-59.382) (73.462)
Year_effect Yes Yes Yes
Firm_effect Yes Yes Yes
Obs 13 520 7 357 6 163
Adj-R? 0.227 0.428 0.463

4.2.4 BAYH

)5 , ¥ Fineco x Dev x SOE | Fineco x Dev x
DSize Fll Fineco x Dev x DSA =3 — - fin AR,
LR B E SR S B R 4 il A S PR BN Al
FLA 30 B2 52 , Al 45 R UL 3% 14 B,
SRR G4 S, W5 (1) % ff7s , Fineco x Dev

MARECH 0. 166, Hif il T 5% 7K i f 35 P A

B8Pl F=AE

IR FR B30 - 0.086, 0. 143

F1-0.133, HIFE 1% K b 2. X R, i E
SRS IREDEAL AR EA NS 5T 2
BEAR AR MY AT AT 2 8 4 114 3 B 4G 4y B 5K T 1Y
flii 28 RAESE (2) A (3) F R, e T HAw

@ Mehh, RN KZ 1850 WW SEEUE B U A A TR AR B, Al T4 RO R L B 22 IR TR, S AR s BRI AT 4521, & K.
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A= SIS BUGALET AR B NBORI R 9 2 5
BURAMY A RTAFZAEAR T EARIS 1] b 38 g 2 5
2. 755 T BAR AT, Fineco x Dev [/ 22 %K
0. 093 ,{BA B 3 38 X I Fineco x Dev x SOE 11 %X

TES%KETIEE N 0. 064 ;38 X Il Fineco x Dev x
DSize BIZ %R 0. 008, HAS I 22 ; Fineco x Dev x DSA
IZRECN 0.074, BAE 5% /K bR 3% X R0, 7eft
AHAIR], Bl 5 fil A A PR, AR A R R 5T 2
WL AP A AL 35 T E AR [ 8 R 3 B B A
AN RS ) Al oA 0 k2 2 S, W A 52
TEZE R A BRI gD
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Table 14 Financial ecological environment and speed of leverage adjustment; Overall perspectives

) SbEA T H iR T Hir
(1) (2) (3)
0.569 *** 0.826 """ 0.582 """
Dev
(13.379) (21.336) (14.292)
0.166 " 0.097 0. 093
Fineco x Dev
(2.186) (1.474) (1.250)
-0.086 """ —0.094 " -0.064 "
Fineco x Dev x SOE
(=2.600) (-3.092) (-2.065)
-0.143 " -0.112**" 0. 008
Fineco x Dev x DSize
(-4.339) (-4.221) (0.251)
-0.133 """ -0.129 *** 0.074 "
Fineco x Dev x DSA
(-4.143) (—5.449) (2.354)
-0.818 """ -10.362 " 8.517 "
Constant
(-11.799) (-59.778) (72.745)
Year_effect Yes Yes Yes
Firm_effect Yes Yes Yes
Obs 13 520 7 357 6 163
Adj-R? 0.231 0.431 0.463
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BEARBUN R BN -4.279, Hilid 1T 5% K71 2
FNERRR 5 (3) FI T T H bR Al BEAS Al
TR R R S IR B E B R AN 0. 444,
EAS Y 35 X R, Gl A S PR i 55 Mk
9 97 1) 2 M S AR B T F AR B SRR A £l
REAS TG 5 T AR 18] 98 B 10 il R AR A
& R R AR AR BB A 2 (AR T HARALAT
FRA I 1) i 125 i B — 2K

PE— AR I AE SR T I AR AL B, A
AR TFEE R, NS (4) BT 7R, 6 Rl A A 3R 4R
BN R -2.964, HAE 5% /K- L. H—
R, R E SIS AT 5 2 R 2

[ EAREN AN LR BETINT Hirfm T H
PR A AEAS () Al TH 25 R A3 AESE (5) 5 R4S (6)
FIREIR. 1E56 (5) B, 4 il AR AR S HR B0 R Bk
~3.832, Hili ik T 10% AKF 14 B 5/ 5,
Rl AE SIS T Hin A B A B
] s . 456 v E S, FEAEAHAA], 4 AR 2
IS & P A AT AT R — 2 25 H A%
KV HESR (6) 3, 4l AR A IR B HE 50 R 5k
-0.836 (HAR . 25 13RI, 4 Al A= 25 IR X i
R 2 1 7 1 R ) B RIS B ARk
PR R A AEAS, X i T H Aw ) R 3 0 4l A
LIS R E S A
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Table 15 Financial ecological environment and leverage deviation from target

_— LR T HR T HbR EEEN iSRS T HAR
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

i -2.186* -4.279** 0. 444 ~2.964 -3.832" -0. 836

(-1.709) (-2.241) (0.247) (-2.018) (-1.719) ( -0.408)
BT AR B No No No Yes Yes Yes
Al AR AR Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Year_effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Firm_effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Obs 14 986 7705 7281 10 805 5289 5516
Adj-R? 0.010 0.034 0.028 0.014 0.030 0.048

4.4 FREEKE

PLUTFE N BARFLAT 28 B 5 HEBR LA R 8 LA
KA IV AESE A A AL AT 28 3h A5 PR () b X R 3R
LG =T A TR A 50
4.4.1 BHRAEHERCES

XFF B AR LA R A B L BR T LA B R A

LSDVC J5 k5, R 48 GMM 2 SRk v 1) Al
oz B, R R 58 GMM. 7 i A 455
(5) EH ARSI, 75 208 19 HARKLAF A S8 5 &
BAGTTHAREEL (3) AT (6) , [l 945 R4 T
16. fEA PR BEE T, i B IR Dev (1 R B 7E
1% 7K b8 A E, HAER T HAREEAS T LR T

x16 SRMESHESEUTFREERE.: BRI ERNEMES

Table 16 Financial ecological environment and speed of leverage adjustment; Other measures of leverage target

- ERA T Hix w5 T HAR XS T H bz # T HAR
AeHL
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
D 0.335"** 0.311 "~ 0.539 "~ 0.527 *** 0.484 "~ 0.767 ***
ev
(28.295) (31.275) (34.432) (17.016) (11.969) (20. 605)
0.034" -0.049 0.131*"
Fineco x Dev
(1.693) (-0.842) (1.998)
0.024 -8.542 " 6.753 *** -0.570 *** -10.216"** 7.0327*"
Constant
(0.782) (—45.030) (87.867) (-8.381) (-61.215) (70.936)
Year_effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Firm_effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Obs 13 826 6 885 6 941 13 826 6 885 6 941
Adj-R? 0.171 0.382 0.385 0.220 0.431 0.397




— 184 —

"

i

Bl

¥ AR 2025 4F 6 A

H AR REUR 3 BE R Fineco x Dev 1) R BUIE 42K
AR A 0.034, Haiid 1 10 % KA 2 2 PEK 56 5
FEMR T BAREAT S - 0. 049 {H K8 o i 25 P A
B 78 T HAREAS T 9 0. 131, HAE 5% KF |
2 UL RT UL, 4 Rl AR AR IR R RL AT 3R R e
(RN AS 23 B H AR AT AT 2248 1 J7 12 0 A [m] i ek
A RUILL EAL TS R A BRI R .
4.4.2  HEFRAUIE IR G A

AFR 3R B AR 1) B K R, R A (3) AR
RU(6) PR Bl T 32 Sl IR RN LA R R A
REPEF R FLFT R sl 5988 Hoh, E 58
JEAR A 38 1 — FR N it 3 Bl AT AL AT 32
HHan, B RS IR R I A R RURA T 0555 5
LA R 28, Sl i %8 i B AR 4k, e dn,
SR AR B T 5 45, BEE Al 3 F 80k
HCREEATAT 2R A0 4t , SR B AT AT S AH X T 19190
W2 KA, 2R FIBEHY (3 ) BB A (6) #E47 |15
SIHTHIR A B — A B E A N T B R M.
THUMIH R A K AR A, DA EahiisEA
S B AR PRV I G () [ L. (R I, 1 4 B 4k
TRAEY B AT SR B b LR A3 2y
HEATRIES, WIAHY (3) 2 1k

Lev,, — Lev?, | = ¢(Lev;, — Lev!, ) +¢&;, (8)
Hrt Lev?, | FORPUIRRERR 73, 278 SR W3R
W e, BLAFOR A, Lev?, =D,/ (A, +

NI, ) Zemn AR ML BEA ¥ BE AR T 357 2y (e i 5%
NF) T T AR R R R 2 @ WATHT
DR LE Su Y
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7 AR 2 AR S PRETAT R 5 MU R B o 2 22,
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T i AR A AR A A Rl R
BOE T i B 0 B Dev_p B R BIIAE 1% KF |
BFENIE, BAES T HAREEAR T AR T H A5 10
F B WK 5 Fineco x Dev_p [ 2 8UAE & FEAS
T40.005, Hilid 1 5% /K119 B35 MR,
TEAR T HARFEA T 2 0. 030, {ER i i {2 25 1PE A
B 5 WA T HARFEAT 29 0069, HAE 10 % 7K
B LR B BV R T AL R A HLR
PEAETR I3, <5 il A= 25 B 350 X0 A A 23 9] A 4K
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R17 SHESHESEWAIFRFEER: HBRNAMABNEEZR
Table 17 Financial ecological environment and speed of leverage adjustment; Ruling out mechanical adjustments
- S T Hiw # T HAR RS f&T Az # T HAR
AL
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
0.338 """ 0.342 """ 0.421 "~ 0.439 **~ 0.392 " 0.550 **~
Dev_p
(26.260) (17.843) (18.306) (9.860) (6.016) (7.364)
0.005 ** 0.030 0. 069 *
Fineco x Dev_p
(2.077) (0.299) (1.690)
0.883 """ -1.855""" 4.942 """ 0.440 "~ -3.312% 5.803 ***
Constant
(83.762) (-8.637) (23.390) (26.565) (—11.437) (20.791)
Year_effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Firm_effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Obs 13 826 7178 6 648 13 826 7178 6 648
Adj-R? 0.153 0.375 0.410 0.191 0.117 0.140

4.4.3 FEHEBEY AR ELGREEE

FE SO (6) P e, AT H R 1 3
ANV R 328 Hhy i B R R DR, e A o At TT g
RZ 2. NFEIS ik, F 2 X 400 R &R nT g

SN ARMAT T A 3l 259 B 7™ A2 JE . DA W 5E
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35 25 M DRI A 45 2 XA AT FF 2 Bl 25 4 7
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), TERC AL (6) 1Y BL AL B iE— a1y
GDP EE AR RE B AR =
PO XTI BE AT 7 /K S XA AR AL A
P B BOE N
ALev,, = (A, + A, Fineco,,) x Dev,, | +
X'Z, , +9,,, (10)
18 ety TR ARG TTAE R EAS T Rl i
FE T, i B R EE Dev 1) RBIITE 1% K 1 3%
WIE, BAER T HAREAT AR T HARFEA Y 5
BB 3 R Fineco x Dev 1) ZAAERREA T O

0.095, Hil ik T 10 % 7K1t R 56, 221K F
HFRFEAT N —0. 017 (A A H 28 5 & A 55 5 7
EFHEREA T K 0. 180, HAE 1% /K | 7%,
IXFEH AR TV A8 5 W RT3 3l A5 48 1) b
DX ARRAE AR i, 4 A 25 IR 5 Al AT 26 4%
TR PEATY SR ELA 35 1 I 1) S 0], 5 L 3 — R0y 7
KT BHAs M m T HAR b FEA T B AR X
PE G A S EAL S B PR AL AT 2 1)
TR A g TR T ) R P R M A S
LRI A TS A R R .
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Table 18 Financial ecological environment and speed of leverage adjustment: Considering other controls

s A T Hiw [ZERELD FEA fi&TF Hw T HAR
ALE
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)
D 0.296 """ 0.511 """ 0.596 """ 0.452 " 0.777 *** 0.506 ***
el
(28.169) (34.805) (39.194) (14.016) (18.087) (11.667)
0.095* -0.017 0.180 ***
Finecon x Dev
(1.854) (-0.258) (2.607)
1. 159 *** 2.393 0.672° 2.016 " 1.012 0. 836
In gdp
(3.422) (4.859) (1.721) (3.784) (1.244) (1.327)
I K -0.331"" -0.103 -0.031 -0.302 -0.514" 0.110
n
(-2.069) (-0.545) (-0.151) (-1.296) (-1.683) (0.409)
-0.175*** -0.141"" -0.013 -0.244" -0.308 " 0.063
Indus
(-3.310) (-2.020) (-0.212) (-1.947) (-1.782) (0.449)
S -0.173 " -0.097 0.019 -0.263"" -0.302" 0.011
erv
(-2.830) (-1.186) (0.271) (-1.989) ( -1.660) (0.074)
y 32.897 58.597 53.850 7.326 51. 465 -31.755
Fdi
# (1.058) (1.418) (1.523) (0.149) (0.778) (-0.596)
2l -0.103 " -0.104" 0.034 -0.148 " -0.036 -0. 004
uc
(-2.383) (-1.648) (0.692) (-2.293) (-0.375) (—0.046)
-0. 064 -0.178 0. 089 -0.093 -0.362" -0.124
Market
(-0.569) (-1.153) (0.691) ( -0.605) (-1.693) (-0.739)
4.416 -29.313 " -9.485 1. 003 4.380 -7.078
Constant
(0. 868) (-3.948) (-1.552) (0. 100) (0.303) (-0.613)
Year_effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Firm_effect Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
Obs 16 101 7 544 8 557 11 746 6 318 5428
Adj-R? 0.184 0.402 0.402 0.227 0.423 0.460
AN WAL 52280, oAl AR E
5 %RiE CERE N e E RS L PN

TEFP 255 00 B T AT R 0% A 2%
Z I WALAF A58 b T, A 1) G il XU, 52 51
TR SR BUR R RE SR, 2R R AT B

ST IR B EE AR X b S IR &
FLAT 25 A 5 BSR4 S G X B2 Al AT R 45 25
TS G R AR A th BSOS AT, A
o3t DX <5 il A AN PR B R S AL, Al BEXS Al A il
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Financial ecological environment and corporate leverage: Evidence from stat-
ic and dynamic perspectives
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Abstract; This paper uses data from Chinese listed companies, urban development, and financial eco-envi-
ronment index from 2005 to 2015 to empirically analyze the impact of financial eco-environment on corporate
leverage and its dynamic adjustment. The results show that the financial ecological index and corporate lever-
age have a significantly positive relationship. That is, the deterioration of the financial ecological environment
will cause the company’s leverage to decline. This effect is more significant in the samples of after 2008 , in
enterprises in the central and eastern regions, and in those with long-term liabilities. Furthermore, strengthe-
ning government intervention and the financing constraints faced by enterprises are found to be two important
mechanisms driving the continuous decline in the leverage of enterprises due to the deterioration of the finan-
cial ecological environment. Finally, the impact of the financial ecological environment on the dynamic adjust-
ment of leverage is examined. The results show that the deterioration of the financial ecological environment
will reduce the speed of leverage adjustment. The conclusions of this paper have direct policy implications :
when implementing relevant policies such as “de-leveraging” and supply-side structural reforms, special con-
sideration should be given to the potential impact of the external financial environment. It is also necessary to
encourage local governments to create a favorable financial ecological environment, provide necessary institu-
tional guarantees for enterprises’ financing decisions, and further enhance the ability of financial services to
support the real economy.
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