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Wu in individual learning. A study based on time-space theory
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Abstract: Drawing on time-space theory and information processing perspective, this research introduces and
clarifies the concept of Wu in the field of individual learning. Wu is a learning process of acquiring new knowl-
edge related to the essence of cognitive objects, meaning that an individual has a deep understanding of the es-
sence of cognitive objects, and/or builds new essential connections among different knowledge based on deep
understanding. Wu includes essential leaps of individual cognition in directions of “depth” and/or “breadth”.
This research analyzes the embodiment and influence of Wu in the context of organizational management prac-
tice from perspectives of space (level, dimension) and time ( dynamic) respectively, providing a new theoret-
ical framework for a better understanding of this concept. This research also proposes that space (the degree of
deep understanding of the essence of cognitive objects, the scope of establishing essential connections among
different knowledge) and time ( the length of the whole learning process) can be used as measurements for the
evaluation and classification of Wu . The possibility and paths of the transformation of Wu are also discussed.
In addition, based on the classification of “information accumulation or information processing” and “internal
factors or external factors” in the information processing process, this research proposes a framework of possi-
ble factors that may affect the achievement and transformation of Wu . Theoretical and practical implications of
this research as well as directions for future research are also discussed.

Key words: individual learning; Wu; time-space theory; information processing theory; learning evaluation



